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Abstract

In 2002, the department of life sciences of National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC)

set up a classical taxonomy fund and proposed a new funding strategy in this field. Here, we evaluated the

funding effect of NSFC on plant taxonomy from different aspects by a comprehensive comparison of the
programs funded between 1986—2001 and 2002—2015, including the number and amount, demographic

characteristics of principal investigators, and research contents, and a general summary of the major a-

chievements of the programs funded since 2002 by referring to the final reports.
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